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Less developed countries
Introduction 
Less developed or else developing countries are countries whose economy has not fully stabilized (Bekeiman et al., 2016). The states are said to have poor governance characterized by corruption, tribalism, racism, and nepotism. Less developed countries offer poor health services, inadequate educational facilities, and the expectancy of life is relatively lower as compared to developed states. Also, they are considered to have few natural resources which are not fully exploited. Due to this, there exist different standards of living whereby the rich are fewer than the poor (Mabogunje, 2015). This paper will choose two countries, Kenya and Ethiopia to represent the developing countries. It will analyse the common characteristics that exist between them.
I have chosen these countries since according to the report given by World Bank in 2016 stated that Kenya and Ethiopia are some of the countries which are considered to be less developed (Bekeiman et al., 2016). According to the research, Kenya and Ethiopia are one of the most corrupt countries in the world and that there is smuggle for power. Also, they have fewer natural resources making it difficult to produce reliable products which are income generating (Gancarczyk, 2015). Most of the citizens struggle to cater for their lives while a few of them enjoy good state of living. According to the fiscal year report of Kenya, it is clear that it is operating under a debt. In the same case, Ethiopia is said to have a poor balance of payment. As per the different researches, there is a proof that the governments of Ethiopia and Kenya have failed to address the issues facing their citizens leading to poverty and unbalanced development. 
Common Features of the Less Developed Countries
Natural resources
Kenya 
Kenya has fewer natural resources including rivers, lakes, mountains, and oceans. The funds are not evenly distributed meaning that some of the citizens do not have access to them (Ravillion, 2016). The natural resources like rivers act as water catchment areas while others like mountains provide construction rocks and also serve as a source of drawing relief rainfall. The primary natural resources in Kenya include Tana River, Athi River, Mount Kenya, Lake Victoria, and the Indian Ocean among others. Since not every citizen enjoys their availability, you find that some live in the desert places where they cannot access water for farming, for drinking and also for carrying out other economic activities. There are few minerals like salt and copper but Kenya earns less from the proceeds of mining. 
Unevenly distribution of resources brings different classes of citizens whereby the higher class people are believed to have moved to the areas where they can access such resources easily. The government has failed to address this issue by creating sufficient facilities such as irrigation schemes to the desert areas to reduce the ever increasing gap between the rich and the poor (Walo, 2017). Due to this, some people have been exposed to poverty becoming over-dependent to the government hence making the economy unstable.
Ethiopia
Ethiopia is found in Eastern Africa and is believed to be less developed. Like Kenya, it has fewer natural resources. Ethiopia according to the national statistics is said to be the most populated country in Eastern Africa. Many citizens do not have access to natural resources since they are unevenly distributed (Walo, 2017). They have minerals such as potassium and iron which are few hence the country cannot depend on them to improve its revenue collection. Other natural resources like rivers are also few such that the majority of people are left in the desert or in areas which do not support agriculture making them exposed to poverty.
Government and leadership
Kenya
Kenya's government is characterized by corruption and inability to manage the country to effectively administer development evenly. Elected leaders first enrich themselves before advancing policies and agenda that promote the welfare of the citizens. They smuggle important resources like lands and construct big residential houses. Also, Kenyan leaders are characterized by making decisions that focus on developing the welfare of their relatives and those close to them (Siraw et al., 2018). Tribalism and nepotism is common among them an epidemic that has mocked systems set to promote equity and fairness. Unqualified staff occupy positions secured to them by the leaders thereby undermining the use of education as the criterion of securing jobs in the country. Unemployment levels rise each single day, the same applies to crime rate and population. 
Ethiopia
Ethiopian government and leadership is also wanting as per the research carried out by World Bank in 2015. It is headed by the prime minister whereby this position has been adversely misused by corruption, unevenly distribution of the public resources, poor government response to the economic issues and also a crime (Storey, 2016). There are cases of nepotism and tribalism in the government services has left some people in pressure of poverty. Sixty percent of Ethiopian citizens are believed to be living in poverty and cannot cater for their daily needs. The government is spending a lot of resources to provide for those people who cannot afford stable lively hood. The cost is however, not favourable to the GDP and economic status of the country. The leaders have not sufficiently provided robust policies which will mitigate poverty levels in the country. 

Educational Institutions
Kenya 
Although there is free primary education in Kenya, education issues have not been fully settled. The higher education institutions are few and offer outdated educational services. The public institutions are not well facilitated with the relevant research materials. The teachers are also poorly trained transmitting them to the generations they teach (Storey, 2016). With the status of education not stable, Kenyan graduates do not qualify for international jobs. They also lack innovative skills which may be used to invent new things to cater for their lives. Since education is the Key to economic development, the government of Kenya lies in the category of underdeveloped countries because it has not fully settled (Bekeiman et al., 2016).
Ethiopia 
The international report by the United Nations has stated that Ethiopia is one of the leading countries where educational services are inadequate. It is said that the government negligence on the issues of education made it hard for the poor to access education (Storey, 2016). The institutions are few and are not well facilitated with the relevant materials. The latter hinders dissemination of quality education that can lead to self-sustenance of the graduates. The educational institutions do not receive the government support in their activities, and sometimes they struggle to deliver the services required to meet standards of basic education. 

Conflicts
Kenya
Kenya experience both internal and external conflicts. Internal conflicts exist due to unequal distribution of the public resources. This comes out when some particular group is only provided with those resources (Storey, 2016). The funds are distributed regarding tribalism which leaves behind the people who do not support the government or worse their tribes are not represented in the government. These conflicts bring in enmity which later hinders the development of the country. When the government fails to address the required resources the citizens engage it in civil unrest. External conflicts in Kenya do exist especially during election periods when the leaders polarize the citizens with their tribal politics (Bekeiman et al., 2016). Kenya is feared at international level due to the corruption. Unless these conflicts are addressed, Kenya will not stand in the level of developed countries.
Ethiopia
[bookmark: _GoBack]Like in Kenya, Ethiopia is experiencing the conflicts, especially in public resources. There are also different classes in Ethiopia whereby the poor are discriminated by the rich. There exist a day to day fights which in turn hinders the development (Siraw et al., 2018). Due to the conflicts, some of the citizens find themselves fully exposed to poverty. The situation makes it difficult for them to get away from such poor conditions. Also, Ethiopia has external conflicts whereby they have day to day have fights with the neighbouring countries over the borders. This makes the government spend a lot of money on addressing those conflicts to the respective authorities. Due to this, Ethiopia is believed not to have developed.

Judicial systems
Kenya
The legal system in Kenya is characterized by corruption and highly influenced by the national government (Siraw et al., 2018). The legal system has not been fair since it is said to be the most corrupted arm of the government and it does not stand for fairness. The cases about the misuse of money and power by the government are not well exposed to the citizens. Due to this, the rich people exploit the poor with the mentality that fairness would not be achieved due to the corrupt judicial services which in turn hinders development.
Ethiopia
Ethiopia just like in Kenya use the constitution which leads the citizens in the same direction. They have judicial services bodies which try to bring fairness in the country (Storey, 2016). Although it is trying its best, the exist corruption by the rich people to hide the truth hence bringing unfairness (Bekeiman et al., 2016). The government cartels have taken it as an advantage and started abusing the rights of other citizens. This unfairness later translates to slow development of the country.


Economy
Kenya 
The economy of Kenya is generally said to be below the standards. The main economic factor is farming. Kenya also has few natural resources whereby some of them like minerals are idle due to lack of the capital to work on them. There is a massive gap between the poor and the rich whereby the rich are only 20% as compared to 60% poor. The government has failed to finance economic factors like farming which makes the citizens produce goods which are not internationally competitive (Siraw et al., 2018). Kenya has also taken loans from other countries, and even international lending institutions making its balance of payment read negative. This has sufficiently shown that still, Kenya is less developed.
Ethiopia
The economy of Ethiopia has not been stable for several years. Their main economic activity is livestock keeping and farming. They have fewer precious minerals which they can transact internationally making it have lower income from it. The government does not entirely support economic activities like farming (Siraw et al., 2018). They also have loans from the lending institutions making their balance of payment wanting. The government is then imposing higher taxes to the citizens even the poor which leaves some before the poverty level. Unless the government address this issued, Ethiopia will remain to be less developed.
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